LE T T ER XXVIIL -s%

spprehenfive of robbers. The laft poft but one in
this day’s jourmey, is at the litde town of Spirito
Santo, a kind of fea-port on the Mediterranean.
The roads are indifferent, and the accommodwtion
is execrable. I was ulad to find myfelf houfed in
a very good inn at Pifa, where I promifed myfelf
@ good night's reft, and was not difappointed.
1 heartily wifh you the fame pleafure, and am very
fincerely
' Yours.
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e Nice, ]alac;y 28, 13658,

DEar SIR,

IS A is a fine old city, that firikes you with
the fame veneration you would feel at fight
of an ancient temple, which bears the marks of de-

‘cay, without being abfolutely dilapidated. The

houfes.are well built, the ftreets apen, ftraight, and
well paved ; the thops well furnifhed ; and the mar-
kets well fupplied : there are fome elegant palaces,
particularly that of the grand-duke, with a marble

‘ ftatue of Ferdinand HI. before it. The churches

are built with tafte, and tolerably ornamented.
There is a beautifal wharf of free-ftone on each
fide of the river Arno, whigh. runs through the
gity, and (firee bridges thrown over <t, of Which
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which that in the middle “is of marble, a pretty
piece of archite®ure: but the number of the inha-
bitants is very inconfiderabie; and this very cir-
cumflance gives it an air of majeftic folitude, which
is far from being unplcafant to 2 man of a contem-
plative turn of mind. For my part, I ¢annot bear
the tumult of a populous commercial city; and the
folitude that reigns in Pifa wounld be a ftrong mo-
tive to chufe it as a place of refidénce. Not thas
this would be the only inducement for living at Pi-

fa. Here is fome good company, and even a few

men of tafte and learning. The people in general
- are counted {ociable and polite; and there is great
_plenty of pravifions, at a very reafonable rate. At
fome diftance from the mare frequented parts of
the city, 2 man may hire a large houfe for thirty
- crowns a year: _but-near the ceater, you cannot
have good lodgings, ready furnithed, for lefs than

a foudo (about five fhillings) a day. The air in -
fummer is reckoned unwholefome, by the exha--

lations arifing from ftagnant water in the neigh-
bourhoad of the city, which ftands in the midft of
a fertile plain, low and marthy: yet thefe marfhes
have been confiderably drained by the new canal
extending from hence to Leghorn. As for the
Arno, it is no longer navigable for veflels of any
burden. The univerfity of Pifa is very much de-
cayed : and except the little bufinefs occafioned by
the Emperor’s gallies, which are built in this town,
1 know of no commerce it carries on. Perhap:s the
ighabitants live on the produce of the ccuntry,
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gountry, which confifts of corn, wine, and cattle,
They are fupplied with excellent water for drink-
jng, by an aqueduct confifting of above five thou-
fand arches, begun by Cofmno, and finithed by Fer-
dinand 1. grand-dukes of Tufcany ; it conyeys the
water from the mountains at the diftance of five
miles. This noble ¢ity, formerly the capital of 3
flourithing and powerful republic, which contained
above one hundred and fifty thoufand inhabitants
within its walls, is now fo defolate that grafs grows
jo the open ftrects; and the number of its people
do not exceed fixteen thoufand.

You need nat doubt but I vifited the Campanile,
or hanging-tower, which is a-beautiful cylinder of
eight ftories, each adoraed with a round of co-
lumns, rifing one above another. It ftands by the
gathedral, and inclines fo far on one fide from the
perpendicular, that in dropping a plummet from
the top, which is one hundred and cighty-eight feet
high, it falls fixtecn fezt from the bafe. For my
part, I thould never have dreamed that this inclina-
tion procceded from any other caufe, than an ac-
gidental fubfidence of the foundation on this fide,
;f fome comnoiffeurs had not taken great pains to
“prove it was done on purpofe by the architect.

" Aoy perfon who has eyes may fee that the pillars

on that fide are confiderably funk ; and this is the
cafe with the very threfhold of the door by which
you enter. I think it would have been a very pre-
pofterous ambition in the architects, to fhew how

’
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bow far they could deviate from the perpendiculas
#a this conftru@ion; becaufe in that particular any
eommon mafon could have rivalled them ; andif
they really intended it as a {pecimen _of their art,
they (hould have fhortened the pilafters on that
fide, fo as to exhibit them intire, without the ap-
pearance of finking. Thefe leaning towers are not
vafrequent in Italy ; there is.one at Bologna, ano-
ther at Venice, a third betwixt Venice and Ferrara,
and 3 fourth at Ravenna; and the inclination in all
of them has been fuppofed owing ta the founda-
tions giving way on one fide only.

In the cathedral, which is a farge Gothic plle,
there is a great number of maffy pillars of porphyry,
granite,” jafper, and verde-antico, together with
fome good piftures and ftatues: but the greateft
cwmiofity is that of the brals-gates, defigned and
executed by John of Bologna, reprefenting, embof-
fed in different compastments, the hiftory of the Old
and New Teftament. 1 was fo charmed with this
work, that I could have {tgod a whole day to examine
and admire it. In the Baptifterium, which ftands op-
pofite to this front, there are fome beautiful marbles,
particujarly the font, apd a pylpit, fupported by
_ the {tatues of different animals,

Between the cathedral and this building, about

one hundred paces on one fide, is the famous bu-
rying ground called Campo Santo, from its bcing
covered with earth brought from Jerufalem It is
~ an oblong fquare, furrgunded by a very high wall, and



Dahi Jung

Dahi Jung


LETTER XXVIL @6

-@nd always kept fhut. Within-fide there is a fpacious
torridore round the whole fpace, which is a noble
-walk for a contemplative philofopher. It is paved
chicfly with flat grave-flones: the walls are painted

frefco by Ghiotte, Giottino, Stefano, Bennoti,
Bafulmaco, and fome others of his contemporaries
and difciples, who flourithed immediately after the
reftoration of painting. The {ubjeéts are taken from
the Bible. Though the manner is dry, the drawing
incorrect, the defign geaerally lame, aad the co-
Jouring uogatural ; yet there is merit in the expref- -
fion: and the whole remains aswa curious monument

~of the efforts made by this noble art immediately

after her revival. Here are fome deceptions in per- -
fpeftive equally ingenfous and pleafing; partica-
larly the figures of certain animals, which exhibit
exaltly the fame appearance, from whatever dif.
ferent points of view they are feen. One divifion
of the burying-ground confifts of a particular
compoft, which in nine days confumes the dead
bodies to the bones: in all probability it is no other
than common earth mixed with. quick-lime, At
one corner of the corridore, .there are the pictures
of three bodies reprefented in the three different
ftages of putrefattion which they undergo when
laid in this compofition. At the end of the three
firft days, the body is bloated and fwelled, and the
features are inlarged and diftorted to fuch a degree
as fills the fpeCtator Wlth horror. At the fixth day,
the {welling is fubfided, and all the mofcular flc(h
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Beth hapgs loofened from thie boaes: at the hinth;
nothing but the fkeleton remains. There is a fmall
nedt chapel 4t one end of the Campo Santo, withi
fome tombs, oo one of which is a bedutiful buft by
Buona Roti. At the other end of the corridore;
there is 4 range of antient Roman ftone-coffins, re-
prefenting on the fides dnd covers fome excellent

pieces in baffo-relievd. THe hdnting of Meleager -

has been greatly admired: but. what ftruck me
moft, was the figuie of a woman lying dead on 2

tomb-ftone, covered with a piece of thin drapery; '

fo delicately cut as to fhew all the flexures of the
attitude, dnd even all the fwellings and finuofities

of the mulcles. Inftead of flone, it looks like a

fheet of wet linen.

For four fechines I hnred a retirn:coath and
four from Pifa to Florence. This road, which lyed
along the Arno, is very good ; 4ad the country i$
delightful, variegated with hill and vale, wood and
water, meadows and corn-fields, planted and in-
clofed like the counties of Middlefex and Hamp:
thire; with this difference, however, that all the
trees in this tract were covered with vines, and the
ripe- clufters black and White, hung down frorii
every bough in the moft luurisnt and romantic
abundance. The vides in this countrj afe not
planted in rows, and propped with flicks, as in
France, and the county of Nice, but twine dround
the hedge-row trees, which they almoft quite cover

‘with their foliage and fruit. The branches of the
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